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outlook of the party as a whole., and to enable quick agreement to be reached on those matters that were really to decide the future of the U.S.S.R.
Among the Poles the nationalist rather than Socialist P.P.S. (Polish Socialist Party) was opposed by the Left-wing Polish Social Democrats, whose general attitude was near to that of Russian and German I Left-wing Socialists, while differing from the former, though not from the latter,1 by their negative attitude to the claims of oppressed nationalities, and especially their own, for self-determination. Very like the Austrian Social Democrats, they regarded the historically-given multi-national state, however oppressive and unjust, as a valuable large economic unit, whose dismemberment would be unreasonable from the point of view of Labour's immediate interests and of future socialist planning. For Marxian Socialists opposing within their own nation a party which was to be led by Pilsudski, there were good reasons for stressing the internationalist point of view and the interest of the Polish working-classes in preserving unity with their Russian brethren. Lenin never in fact succeeded in convincing his Polish comrades. But he proved right in his prediction that, with their purely negative attitude towards the national oppression of their people, they would never succeed in gaining its leadership. If the Great-Russian Socialists had adopted a similar attitude, as their Menshevist wing proposed, they would have exposed themselves to the same reproaches and splits as the Austrian Socialists because they were part of the oppressor nation. In the end, after having vainly attempted to defend the multinational state, they would have failed to lead the revolution that was to replace it by a new order of things. So, in defending the right of the Polish nation to self-determination against his Polish friends, Lenin saved the future of his own party. On the other hand, in spite of some occasional remarks in his polemic against the Left-wing Poles and Austrians in which he sided with Kautsky, who regarded any multi-national state as backward,2 Lenin never ruled out the voluntary union of nations which had previously formed a multi-national state.
The Bolsheviks regarded the decision whether it might be desirable or not, from the Socialist point of view, for the Polish nation to use its right of self-determination, as dependent on the
1 With whom the Polish Left-wing Socialists shared their most important leaders, Rosa Luxemburg and Radek.
2  Lenin, Vol. IV, p. 251,